
 

 

EL SEMANARIO 

Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel and Rev. Lee Walters, Interim Pastors 

January/Enero 26, 2020 

 

SERMON 

“Holy Interruptions” by Rev. Lee Walters 

(Matthew 4: 18-23) 

 

CAN YOU SPARE 3 HOURS FOR YOUR CHURCH?  

During the search for a new office manager, your pastors and an Ad Hoc Transition Team 

(Cindy Piatt, Jerry Lamme, Meg Lamme, Bruce Cebell, and Char Cebell), with Session approval, 

are leading efforts to make this transition as smooth as possible. Part of that work has entailed 

staffing the church office. 

 

Now, however, your church needs your help with that coverage. No computer work is required. 

In fact, you are welcome to bring a book, your laptop, or any other project you might want to 

spend time on. You can even bring a friend, if you like. 

 

All you need to do is contribute 3 hours of your time, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., on one or more 

weekdays in the coming weeks. 

 

If you can set aside that time for Westminster on one day, for a few days, or even more, please 

contact Jerry Lamme or Char Cebell. 

 

 

El Semanario will be suspended for February 16 and 23. If you have any announcements that 

cover that time period, please (1) send them to Meg Lamme by noon on Thursday, February 

6, (2) come to church and make an announcement before worship, and/or (3) post your 

information on the church bulletin board in the main hallway. 
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SUNDAY BEFORE WORSHIP: LOBBYING FOR CREATION 

The Creation Stewardship Committee invites you to join a conversation this Sunday, January 26, 

at 9 a.m. in Koinonia Hall with Gabe Hanson, an AARP lobbyist in New Mexico. He will share 

tips on “Cabildeo,” the art of influencing legislators concerning our state environmental 

laws. Did you know, for example, that state taxpayers foot the bill for environmental clean-up?  

 

Coffee will be provided, but please bring your own breakfast goodies. 

 

The idea of the Creation Stewardship Committee emerged after environmental discussions with 

Missio Dei members; it was formalized with approval by the Session in November 2019. The 

scope of this new committee is to provide personal and community life applications to mitigate 

and reverse the effects of Climate Change now and in the future. Green is the name of the game! 

  

 

LOSS OF OUR MEMBER AND FRIEND 

This Saturday, January 25, at 11 a.m., there will be a memorial service at Westminster for our 

dear friend and church member Sheila Tryk, who died last Friday. A reception in Koinonia Hall 

will follow the service. 

 

The Westminster Deacons invite our congregation to join in honoring Sheila’s life. You are 

welcome to bring some sweet or savory finger food to share at the reception, if you’d like. 

 

 

PASTORAL GUIDANCE IN TIME OF CHANGE 

Westminster has been in a period of change since Rev. Tony Aja retired in May and since Brian 

Roberge resigned as office administrator earlier this month. Such change can be stressful, and 

transitions can be painful. Both can, over time, reveal fissures and discontent in what are 

otherwise collegial and collaborative cultures.  

 

If you or someone you know is feeling unsettled or distressed during this time of change at 

Westminster, please call on one of us so that we might help address and resolve any concerns 

you might have: Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel at pastor.wpc1@gmail.com and Rev. Lee Walters 

at pastor.wpc2@gmail.com. 

 

 

NEW: MATTHEW 25 FUND FOR “THE LEAST OF THESE” 

In its January 2020 meeting, the Session approved Missio Dei’s request for a Matthew 25 Project 

Fund to provide assistance to “the least of these” as described by Jesus, who reminds us that in 

serving these sisters and brothers, we are serving him.  
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The fund will be managed by Missio Dei. To provide monies for this project, the Session also 

approved the option of designating your “birthday offering” to the fund. In the tradition of 

“birthday offerings,” members of the Westminster family contribute $1 for each year they are 

celebrating. To support Matthew 25 with your birthday check, please write “Matthew 25 Fund” 

in the memo line. And please be sure to notify Missio Dei of people you may be aware of who 

are facing a need they do not have the resources to meet. Contact Missio Dei chair Jenny 

Lasley. 

 

According to PC(USA), there are 365 congregations across the country—including two in New 

Mexico—that are formally recognized as “Matthew 25 congregations.” Because Westminster’s 

outreach already aligns with those principles, Missio Dei will be exploring whether our church 

might want to join that growing list and will be reporting back to the congregation. 

 

 

JOIN US IN MAKING MEALS FOR CASA FAMILIA … 

Westminster has begun a monthly dinner service for the Casa Familia women’s and family 

shelter. We prepare dinner for the first Tuesday of each month, and we hope you can sign up to 

join a cooking team and/or be a team leader. Please see the large sign-up sheet in Koinonia Hall 

to pick a month to serve. Contact Jenny Lasley at 703-973-2531 if you have questions.  

 

  

… AND/OR MAKE A SIMPLE MEAL FOR ELL 

ELL is designed to teach English for free to any adult, regardless of country of origin. Classes 

are held each Monday at Westminster from 5:30 to 7 p.m. During the first half hour, our clients 

and volunteer teachers practice conversing in English as they eat a simple meal together before 

formal instruction begins at 6 p.m. 

 

If you would like to provide that simple meal one or more Monday evenings this spring, please 

contact Jerry Lamme or Meg Lamme. They can answer any questions you have and provide 

the details you’ll need to plan and prepare your simple meal. Visit the Westminster website for 

more information on ELL. 

 

We are in particular need of assistance in providing a meal for Monday evening, Feb. 17, 

President’s Day. If that date works for you, please let us know. 

 

Many thanks to Kim Sewell, Rev. Dr. Vogel, and Diane McGaha and her ELL students, Uzma 

(from Afghanistan) and Hemalatha (from India), for providing simple meals this month. 
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WINTER HATS, GLOVES, AND SCARVES DRIVE CONTINUES 

We are still collecting winter hats, gloves, and scarves for three shelters in Santa Fe: The 

Interfaith Community Shelter at Pete’s Place; St. Elizabeth’s Men’s Shelter; and Casa Familia 

women’s and family shelter. Please drop off your new or gently used donations in our donation 

box in Koinonia Hall. 

 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE SILENCE 

Please join us for a time of Contemplative Silence, held every Tuesday from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  

in the sanctuary here at Westminster. Everyone is most welcome! 

 

 

WEEKLY TAIZÉ SERVICE 

A Taize service of prayer and song is held every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in the Westminster 

sanctuary. All are welcome! 

  

 

TWO HOUSE CONCERTS WITH THE BRINEGARS 

On Saturday and Sunday, February 8 and 9, at 3 p.m., the Brinegars and their friend, Larry, will 

be presenting two house concerts. The program will be a Beethoven trio and a Brahms cello 

sonata. Seating is limited. If you’d like to come (or have questions), please RSVP to Keri or 

Michael and they will give you the address for the house concert and additional details.  

 

 

TGIF CONCERTS 

Westminster and First Presbyterian Church co-sponsor the weekly TGIF Concerts at First 

Presbyterian, held on Fridays at 5:30 p.m. This Friday, January 24, the featured artist will be 

Natasha Stojanovska on piano. Visit the TGIF website for more information. 

Our churches also coordinate shows at First Presbyterian’s Back Pew Gallery, open after each 

week’s concert. Currently showing: “Land of Enchantment.” 

 

 

MINI-RETREAT AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN IN ALBUQUERQUE 

On Saturday, February 1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Presbytery of Santa Fe Presbyterian Women, 

215 Locust St., NE, Albuquerque, will be holding a women’s gathering and mini-retreat. Topics 

include countering injustice, sharing stories of mission and justice, historical contexts for 

suffrage and abolition, and a letter-writing session to asylees. Cost is $10 and includes lunch. For 

reservations, contact Susan Smith, 505-688-0919. For more information, contact Nancy 

Thomas, 505-263-8934. 
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BUENAS NOTICIAS 

Congratulations to Kathleen Watson Nadler, whom the Session welcomed into membership 

last Sunday. We’re glad you’re here! 

Feliz Cumpleaños to Jo Ann Padilla, 1/30, and Rev. Dr. James Roghair, 1/30. 

 

GRACIAS 

Thank you to Jackie Tway for the two delicious soups she made for the fellowship time after the 

worship service last Sunday. And thanks to Cindy Piatt for bringing the guacamole and chips, 

and the apples; thanks to Lee Walters for the pumpkin bread; and thanks to Meg Lamme for the 

cranberry squares. 

 

 

OREMOS POR 

Please pray for these members and friends of our congregation:  

Prayers of thanksgiving for the life of Shelia Tryk and prayers of comfort for her friends and 

family. 

Prayers of comfort for Elizabeth R.’s mother Margaret, who is now frail, and Jan C.’s sister 

Esther and her husband. Prayers of comfort and pain relief for Lois M. and for Cindy P.’s 

friend Rev. Pam N., who is continuing her brave fight with cancer. 

Prayers of healing and health for Kim S.’s father Ron K., and prayers of comfort for their 

family. Prayers of healing for Tanya O.’s granddaughter Miana; Dick A.; Jim W.’s son Chris; 

Gabe H.; Dwight W.; Margaret W.; Kevin H.; Carmen C. and her family; Sheila T.’s great-

grandson Evan and her friend Andy Thorne; Kim S.; Marian G.; Joe D.; John and Desiree B.; 

and Dotti T. Prayers for Suzanne D., for complete healing of her vision; and Brian G., for his 

continued recovery. 

Prayers for Marian G.’s friend Mary Jean W., and prayers of clarity and compassion for all 

those caring for her. Uplifting prayer for Jennifer E. Prayers for Keri B.’s brother Charles, for 

continued guidance. Prayers of strength for Mark F. 

Prayers of guidance for our state representatives as they begin this year’s legislative session. 

We will keep names on the prayer list for as long as needed. If you have a prayer request, for 

yourself or others, please contact the church office, submit a written prayer request in the 

offertory plate, or contact Jane Nelson. We also want to hear of your joyful happenings and 

celebrations.  
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PASTORAL VISITS 

If you or someone you know is ill and would like a home visit or home communion, please 

contact the church office: 505-983-8939 or wpcsantafe@gmail.com. If you wish to speak with 

one of the pastors, contact Rev. Dr. Christine Vogel at pastor.wpc1@gmail.com and Rev. Lee 

Walters at pastor.wpc2@gmail.com or the church office. Please let us know if you know 

someone in the hospital who would like a pastoral visit. 

 

  

COMING UP AT WESTMINSTER 

Please contact the church office to list an event: 505-983-8939 or wpcsantafe@gmail.com. 

 

Jan  26 12 p.m.  Agape Fast** 

Jan  29 6:30 p.m. Voice choir rehearsal 

Feb  5 6:30 p.m. Voice choir rehearsal 

Feb  9 12 p.m.  Westminster Annual Meeting  

Feb  22   Presbytery of Santa Fe meeting, Albuquerque  

 

**Join us after worship in Koinonia Hall for soup, bread, and fellowship. Voluntary donations benefit 

Westminster’s program, Imagine No Hunger.  

 

Ongoing Programs at Westminster 

• Korean Church Services: 2 p.m. every Sunday, except the third Sunday 

• ELL classes: 5:30 p.m. every Monday 

• Contemplative Silence: 10:30 a.m. every Tuesday 

• Bell choir rehearsal: 5:15 p.m. every Tuesday  

• Voice choir rehearsal: 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays, as noted in the list above 

• Women’s AA Meetings: 7 p.m. every Wednesday 

• Taizé Service: 5:30 p.m. every Thursday 

• Downtown Group AA Meetings: 8 p.m. every Tuesday and Friday 

• Northern New Mexico Quilting Guild: 9 a.m. on the second Friday of the month 
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